Brooklyn College
Basic Design 25.11

Professor Mario Naves
Telephone: (718) 951-5181
Email: mnaves@brooklyn.cuny.edu
Course Description

This course will introduce students to the fundamentals of visual language.  The primary focus will be on the principles governing two-dimensional pictures.  A variety of different tools and materials will be explored. Attention to process--to how a picture or design is shaped and resolved--will be stressed, as will the student's ability to make aesthetic distinctions based on their perceptual capabilities and the criteria inherent to each assignment.

Course Objectives

The objective of this course is for the student to have a solid grounding in pictorial design. Among the items to which students will be introduced are:

*Positive and negative space


*Shape

*Color wheel

*Color temperature

*Illusionistic space
*Perspective



*Color mixing
*Composition








*Transparency





*Familiarity with Old Master paintings
Syllabus

The syllabus is provided to each student in order to give him or her an overview of the course and the responsibilities attendant to it.  The syllabus is subject to revision as the semester progresses and will be predicated on the needs of a particular class and at the judgment of the instructor.  

Though the terms of various assignments are flexible, the policies for grading and attendance are not.  Any questions regarding the syllabus should be presented to the instructor.
Student Learning Outcomes
The primary requirements for this class are self-motivation, disciplined work habits and the ability to make aesthetic judgments. These are necessities and will be encouraged during your course of study.
Supplies/Materials

Students will be provided with a supply list along with their syllabus. 

Assignment Schedule

Session One:
 
Introduction and Powerpoint Presentation 




on Visual Form




Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmvP3Tvg7fo
Session Two: 
Complementary Color Mixing, Part I

Link: https://www.ted.com/talks/colm_kelleher_how_we_see_color
Session Three: 
Complementary Color Mixing, Part II
Session Four:
Color Temperature & Tesselation



Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZNVyrxdlrGQ
Session Five:
Color Vibration
Session Six:

Color Transparencies
Session Seven:
Perspective Painting, Part I



Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ePv-9mVnTVk
 Session Eight:
Perspective Painting, Part II
Session Nine:
Monochromatic Painting
Session Ten:

Posterized Self-Portrait, Part I



Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qKxWDK2Ul0k
Session Eleven:
Posterized Self-Portrait, Part II
Session Twelve:
Psychedelic Alien Zombie Self-Portrait
Session Thirteen:
Old Master Study, Part I
Session Fourteen:
Old Master Study, Part II
Session Fifteen:
Final Portfolio Due
Evaluation

Your final grade is dependent on promptness and regular attendance; motivation to work; participation in critiques and class discussions; the ability to follow through on directions and criticism; and, not least, the ambition and quality of the work itself.

Your work will be assessed on the ability to demonstrate sensitivity and dedication to craft—that is to say, your assignments should evince a thorough knowledge of the tools at your disposal and a full exploration of the particulars of a given assignment.
There is no mid-term for this class.
The “Final” will consist of an extended, multi-class assignment.
Telepresence and Netiquette
 

A link to Zoom will be provided to every student before the beginning of the semester; this link will be “live” for the entirety of the semester.
When in class, students should close unrelated programs on their devices and think about the Zoom space like a classroom. Do not take phone calls or reply to messages.

Place your Zoom page on “Mute” when not speaking to reduce background noise for the other students.
Students are responsible for sending j-pegs of the completed projects to the professor’s email address **prior** to group critiques or individual meetings. Care should be taken that the photographs are well-lit and have 90-degree angles. Images should labeled as follows: Student’s First Name_Title & Number of Assignment.
Grading Criteria
Grades are determined by a variety of factors:  Effort, attendance, progress, creativity, command of ideas introduced in class and a grasp of technical standards.  Following are the criteria specific to each grade.

A:  An "A" or “A-“ grade demonstrates excellent work, the completion of homework assignments, a highly developed sense of craft, self-motivation, discipline and the ability to voice informed critical opinions.

B:  A "B+", “B” or “B-“ grade indicates solid effort, work that goes beyond expected outcomes of specific assignments, engaged involvement in the process and completion of the work, and participation in class discussions.

C.  A "C+", “C” or “C-“ grade reflects a basic understanding of visual literacy, but does not evince a strong need to fulfill or go beyond the expectations of a given assignment or exhibit motivation or discipline in the classroom.

D.  A "D" grade reflects little insight or involvement in the class.  Some understanding of visual communication may be evident, but it hasn't been explored or adequately developed.
F.  An "F" grade demonstrates no interest in art, the assignments or the will to work beyond already existing capabilities.
Please note: Each assignment is assigned a letter grade. Assignments can be re-done for a better grade provided they are handed in on time. The re-done assignments are due at the end of the semester as part of the final portfolio.
Attendance

Attendance is mandatory.  
Each student is expected to log in promptly and then work constructively until the end of the session. 
There are no unexcused absences. Unexcused absences will affect the student’s final grade. Three unexcused absences may result in course failure at the discretion of the instructor.
No make-ups will be given unless the instructor has been informed in advance of the reason and date for a student’s inability to attend class. If a student is ill, he or she must contact the instructor at the e-mail address found at the top of the syllabus. 

The student is not allowed any tardies.  A 1/2-absence will be assigned each time a student arrives late for class or leaves class early.

The policy on attendance should be taken seriously as it will affect your final grade.

Homework

Homework will consist largely of completing in-class assignments.
Cell Phones
Cell phones are to be turned on “silent” during class, in consideration to the instructor and to fellow students. Students who use class time to talk or text on their cell phones will be marked tardy for that day.

The policy on cell phone etiquette should be taken seriously as it will affect your final grade.
Instructor Availability

The instructor’s contact information is provided at the top of the syllabus.
Students are encouraged to use their Brooklyn College e-mail accounts in order to contact the instructor. 

Students are required to check their Brooklyn College e-mail accounts on a regular basis for information pertaining to the class.

Health and Safety

Brooklyn College is committed to providing students, faculty and staff with a safe and healthful learning and work environment and to comply with all applicable safety laws and regulations and safe work practices.  Please use caution and prudent measures when using materials; the instructor will alert the student as to potentially harmful consequences. 
Consideration of Religious Observance 
The New York State Education Law provides that no student shall be expelled or refused admission to an institution of higher education because he or she is unable to attend classes or participate in examinations or study or work requirements on any particular day or days.

Please see page 66 of the Undergraduate Bulletin for further information.
Student Bereavement Policy
Students who experience the death of a loved one must contact the Division of Student Affairs, 2113 Boylan Hall, if they wish to implement either the Standard Bereavement Procedure or the Leave of Absence Bereavement Procedure. The Division of Student Affairs has the right to request a document that verifies the death (e.g., a funeral program or death notice).  For additional information visit the Brooklyn College website. 
Important Dates 
Wednesday, August 26
First Day of Fall 2020 Classes
Tuesday, September 1 
Last day to add a course 
Tuesday, September 29
Conversion Day—Monday Schedule
Wednesday, October 14
Conversion Day—Monday Schedule 
Friday, November 6 
Last Day to Withdraw With a “W” Grade 
Wednesday, Nov. 25
Conversion Day—Friday Schedule 
Thursday, Dec. 10

Reading Day

Friday, Dec. 11

Reading Day

Monday, Dec. 14 
Final Examinations Begin
Sunday, Dec. 20
Final Examinations End/End of Fall Semester
The full academic calendar, including many other important dates, and the undergraduate final exam “grid” are available on the Office of the Registrar’s website.
Brooklyn College Policy on Academic Integrity

The faculty and administration of Brooklyn College support an environment free from cheating and plagiarism. Each student is responsible for being aware of what constitutes cheating and plagiarism and for avoiding both. The complete text of the CUNY Academic Integrity Policy and the Brooklyn College procedure for policy implementation can be found at www.brooklyn.cuny.edu/bc/policies. If a faculty member suspects a violation of academic integrity and, upon investigation, confirms that violation, or if the student admits the violation, the faculty member MUST report the violation. Students should be aware that faculty may use plagiarism detection software.

Brooklyn College Center for Student Disability Services

The Center for Student Disability Services (CSDS) will be working remotely for the fall semester. In order to receive disability-related academic accommodations students must first be registered with CSDS. Students who have a documented disability or suspect they may have a disability are invited to schedule an interview by calling (718) 951-5538 or emailing testingcsds@brooklyn.cuny.edu. 

If you have registered with CSDS, contact Josephine Patterson at Joseph.Patterson@brooklyn.cuny.edu. 

Sexual and Gender-based Harassment, Discrimination, and Title IX

Brooklyn College is committed to fostering a safe, equitable and productive learning environment. Students experiencing any form of prohibited discrimination or harassment on or off campus can find information about the reporting process, their rights, specific details about confidentiality of information, and reporting obligations of Brooklyn College employees on the Office of Diversity and Equity Programs website. Reports of sexual misconduct or discrimination may be made to Public Safety (719.951.5511), the New York City Police Department (911 or a local NYPD precinct), Patricio Jimenez, Senior Investigator and Title IX Coordinator (718.951.5000, ext. 3602), or Michelle Vargas, Assistant Director of Judicial Affairs, Division of Student Affairs (718.951.5352). 
Consideration of Religious Observance 

New York State Education Law (Title I, Article 5, Section 224-a) requires that Brooklyn College “make available to each student who is absent from school, because of [their] religious beliefs, an equivalent opportunity to make up any examination, study or work requirements which [they] may have missed because of such absence on any particular day or days.”
Students may be directed to Ronald Jackson, Vice President for Student Affairs, if they have questions about accommodations for religious observance. 
Academic Regulations and Procedures

Students should read, carefully and thoroughly, the section entitled “Academic Regulations and Procedures” in the Brooklyn College Undergraduate Bulletin for a complete listing of academic regulations of the college.

